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Volleyball Returns to Banner County 
By Kairyn Miller 

 This year Banner County School was able to bring back the high school 

volleyball team! Unfortunately, for the last two seasons we didn’t have enough 

student athletes to compete at the high school level so we are very excited to 

have a team to cheer for again.  

 Wittni Boettcher will be taking over as head coach for 

both high school and junior high volleyball. When asked 

how she felt about the upcoming season she stated, “I feel 

excited. I think we’ve worked hard to prepare and I believe 

we’ll learn from each competition we have and improve for 

the next game.” That optimistic attitude seemed to be 

shared with players from both the junior high and high 

school volleyball teams. Students commented on how they were excited and 

they had strong goals to learn, play, and win a few games.  

 The concern that inexperience will affect the teams performance was ex-

pressed by Coach Boettcher, “Our biggest challenge would be the amount of 

young players we have and having to start at the fundamental level versus oth-

er teams.” Coach Boettcher also has a plan for overcoming this obstacle. “We 

will continue to practice the fundamental skills so we can grow. We are small, 

but mighty!” says Coach Boettcher. 

Both the high school and junior high volleyball teams have had various 

levels of success throughout the season. Even so they are not done yet and are 

working hard to complete their seasons. Banner County is cheering them on 

and wishing them the best of luck!  
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Trip to the Riverside Zoo 
By David Selves 

 On Friday September 25th, at 9:00 o’clock in the 

morning, a group of students from the grades of kindergar-

ten through 5th departed Banner County School. The staff 

leading this OEF trip included Mrs. Cooper, Miss Serres, Mrs. 

Vrtako, and Mrs. Farro. They believed that going to the zoo 

would be a fun and educational activity for the kids to take 

part in. It also gave them a good opportunity to get out and 

about and get some sunshine. 

Throughout the trip, the group was able to see and learn about many different animals. 

Peacocks were also roaming freely, looking for food. One came within less than a foot from 

where I stood, giving me a stare of disappointment with a hint of curiosity when I did not have 

any food for it. Another animal encounter we experienced was with a social parrot. We tried to 

encourage the parrot to dance. The kids were thrilled when it began to bob its head and sway 

to a groove. 

As we were nearing the end of our trip, it was time for recess. The students enjoyed dig-

ging for fossils. Then for lunch, we had peanut butter and jelly sandwiches with apples and 

juice. When everyone was finished, we backtracked to the bus and headed home. When asked 

what everyone’s favorite animal was at the zoo, the lions and tigers tied for first place, with 

snakes placing second, and finally the monkeys and chimps taking third. Overall, the students 

had a lot of fun and were very thankful for the opportunity to visit the zoo. 
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New Upgrades at Banner County School 
By Wyatt Onstott 

 There have been many new updates added to Banner County School over the summer. 

These changes include new furniture and flooring to the library, office, and playground. There 

are many more updates to come according to the 5-year-Strategic Plan created by the staff and 

patrons of Banner County School.  

The changes you can find in the library are new tables, 

chairs, carpeting, and an adjustable couch. These updates have 

been added to make the library spacious and comfortable for stu-

dents and even teachers to sit down, relax, and use the resources 

in the library. With the updates to the library, people can be com-

fortable and have a better learning environment. Dr. Browne’s 

goal is to create a school in which students are heard, cared for, 

and valued as individuals. 

The other updates made around the school involved new flooring. The office received 

new flooring this summer. The hardwood was replaced with carpeting, the same type of carpet 

as the library. The old storage cabinet on the west wall was removed and replaced with new 

seating and new storage units. This makes it a more welcoming environment.  

 If you went to school at BCS, you might remember the play-

ground being covered in gravel. Well this summer, the rocks were 

removed. A new mulch like material, made from recycled tires, re-

placed the gravel. This new ground cover gives you a spring to 

your step and adds some cushion if you happen to fall. Also, it 

helps keep our classrooms cleaner since we don’t have to worry 

about rocks being brought in from our shoes.  

As a part of the 5-year-Strategic Plan, new changes like replacing the old light fixtures 

with LEDs in the big gym are going to save the school money in years to come. Another original 

part of the school that is in need of restoration and preservation is the school’s mural in the 

front lobby. Ideas are being brainstormed to figure out a way 

to preserve the mural which is almost 62 years old. It's a ma-

jor part of our history at Banner County.  Check out the 

school’s website for more information about the strategic 

plan and additional updates coming to Banner County 

School. 
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Wildcat Adventures 
By Kelton Conn 

 Our Banner County Wildcats had an opportunity to visit the 

Black Hills of South Dakota on a camping trip in September. The 

group of 7 Wildcats were guided by Mr. and Mrs. Gifford. The long car 

ride created an atmosphere of excitement and anticipation for the 

soon to be campers. When they arrived at their destination, the stu-

dents demonstrated teamwork by working together to set up their 

tents and campsite. After the tents were pitched and everything was set and ready to go, they 

could sit back and enjoy the views the Black Hills have to offer. The scenery of the Black Hills was 

beautiful with crisp clean air, fall colored trees, calming creeks, and 

moss covered ground. 

Students observed various wildlife, too, so no food could be 

kept in the tents. Squirrels and other small animals were known to rip 

open tents to steal food. All of the students commented on the size 

of the mischievous squirrels who were known for dropping acorns 

and other debris on their heads and tents at their campsite. 

 The adventure seekers drove the scenic highways and visited 

Mt. Rushmore and the Crazy Horse Memorial. A fact the students learned is that the  Crazy Horse 

Memorial has been under construction since 1948 and it is considered the world’s largest in-

progress sculpture. Students were in awe of the sheer size of both monuments. 

   This trip was definitely a learning experience for teamwork and specifically using a com-

pass while hiking. The students enjoyed this opportunity provided by BCS and are thankful that 

Mr. & Mrs. Gifford  sponsored their adventure.  
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Senior Spotlight 
Aubrey Clement 

 

This month’s senior spotlight is all about Aubrey Clement! Aubrey is known 

for being an avid athlete and artistic student at Banner County School. Here’s 

what Aubrey had to say about her experience at BCS.  
 

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

A: Track, Cross Country, Soccer, One Act, and FFA 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A: To pass school. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school? 

A: I want to go to college for auto mechanics.  

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A: English Composition, because I’m learning a lot and doing well in 

class. Also Mr. C. tells some funny stories.  

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A: Take as many required classes before your senior year. Otherwise, you’ll 

get to your senior year and you won’t be able to take the elective classes that 

you’ll want to take.  
 

We wish Aubrey the best of luck during her last year here at Banner County 

school and beyond.  

Junior High Football Made Strides 

By Riann Morton and Kelton Conn 

 

 The Wildcat Junior High football team had 

great enthusiasm and determination this season. Our 

mighty football team consisted of 7 players, all of 

which were ready to rumble and take on any compe-

tition given to them. Our players scored very well in 

their first game, winning 18 -13 against the Minatare 

Indians. Coached by Brandon Avila and Bill Gifford, 

the team ended their season 1-1, playing two hard 

fought games due to player restrictions.  We are 

looking forward to seeing what next season brings! 
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New bus drivers 
 

A New Spin on Homecoming  
By Riann Morton 

 Banner County’s annual homecoming was a success once again!  Homecoming is consid-

ered a creative and entertaining time for all students, but especially junior high and high school 

students. Normally, there is a bonfire to help raise the school’s spirits before the volleyball and 

football games, but due to high winds and dry conditions, the bonfire was cancelled. Also there 

wasn’t a dance this year either due to COVID-19. Instead an alternative activity was provided for 

the students to partake in that followed the social distancing guidelines. These activities includ-

ed kickball, dodgeball, and capture the flag on the football field under the lights.  

As with past homecoming events, dress up days were in full swing this year. This year’s 

student council members brainstormed the various themes for Homecoming 2020. The daily 

themes were: ‘Merica Monday- dress in your most patriotic clothing, Teacher Day- dress up as 

your favorite teacher, Class Competition Day, Brainiacs VS Jocks, and finally Spirit Day- show 

your school spirit at the football game. Many students came up with unique and creative outfits 

throughout the week.  Below are the winners of the dress-up days and royalty.  Even though it 

was not the traditional homecoming we are use to; it still served it’s purpose, bringing the com-

munity together to remember the past and make new memories.  

 

‘Merica Monday 

JH\HS:   Kody Carpenter 

Elem:     Kassie Loutzenhiser 
 

Teacher Look-ALike Day 

JH\HS:   Nathan Clement  
Elem:     Kambrie Loutzenhiser  
 

Class Competition Day 

JH\HS:   Freshmen as cave men / women 

Elem:     3rd Grade as cowboys / cowgirls 
 

Brainiac 

JH\HS:   Isaac Olsen 

Elem:     Rylie Jeffries 
 

Jock 

JH\HS:   Alex Rundell 
Elem:     Makynna Boettcher 
 

Hallway Decorations 

SENIORS- Jailbreak 
 

KING & QUEEN 

Joe Cross & Kathryn Blankenship 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
October 12, 2020 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 

-Wittni Boettcher for organizing Homecoming activities and all the staff for helping out where needed! 
-All of our students, staff, and families for the extra precautions due to COVID-19 - we are STILL in school. 
-Food program received a grant of $3750 from USDA for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
-Banner County received the NDE Silver Award in Nebraska Healthy Schools Program 
Motion passed to declare volleyball stands, nets, and telescopes obsolete and offer the equipment to the 
Banner County Museum for community use by Douglas Olsen and a second by Jake Knaub. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Veterans Day Program 
11/11/2020  

Submit photos of your family members who 
have served, or currently on active duty. All 
photos will be returned. If more than one 
photo is submitted, please be sure to include 
a description (such as a name or note on the 
back of the photo). Include:  
Name of student (or community member)
Name of veteran (or active duty serviceman/
woman) 
Veteran’s relationship to student (or commu-
nity member) 
Branch of Service, Rank, Years of Service 
Submit by November 4th to Dr. Browne.  

BE A BCS VOLUNTEER! 
It is a busy year at BCS! If you would like to help out 
with district activities, please join our BCS Alumni & 
Friends “call list” and join the fun! (the form is also on 
the BCS Web-site) 
 

Name __________________________________ 

Phone __________________________________ 

Call me when you need help with: 

____ Sports events  ___ Bake Sales 
 
____ Craft events  ___ Carnival 
 
____ Concessions/ Food ___ Classroom helper 

Every BCS student and staff 
member “crunched” into an apple 
for our Oct. 22 Crunch Off event 
to encourage 
healthy eating, 
and help stu-
dents gain a 
deeper under-

standing of the food system. 
Crunch Off celebrates Farm 
to School Month.  



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 


